EVEN AS THE MISSISSIPPI RlVER BEGAN

to spill over its banks in June, few an
ticipated the Great Flood of
'93. Before subsiding, the
floodwaters would build into
the greatest natural disaster in
the history of the Midwest,
demolishing homes, frag
menting communities, leav
ing behind the homeless and
the helpless-including thou
sands of animals.
As the floodwaters rose,
The HSUS focused on pro
tecting the flood region's ani
mals. Our experience with
natural disasters-most re
cently, Hurricane Andrew-had taught
us that animals' needs are often over
looked in the midst of pressing human
needs. HSUS North Central Regional
Director Phil Snyder began calling an
imal shelters, animal-control agen
cies, wildlife experts, and others
along the Mississippi's route in Min
nesota, Wisconsin, and Illinois to ask
if they needed help. Everyone appre
ciated the call but couldn' t foresee the
impending calamity. When HSUS
Midwest Regional Director Wendell
Maddox started contacting those in
volved in animal work throughout
Iowa, Kansas, and Missouri, the con
sensus was that the situation seemed
manageable.
As the Mississippi continued to
overflow, however, the Missouri River
and other smaller waterways ap
proached flood level. Messrs. Snyder
and Maddox set out for the flood area.
W hile Mr. Snyder traveled through
southern Illinois, Mr. Maddox set out
for Davenport, Iowa, beside the Mis
sissippi River.
Early in July the staff of Daven
port's Scott County Humane Society
knew the flood would hit their facility.
They prepared to relocate more than a
hundred animals-some to foster
homes, others to temporary shelter at
the Iowa Fairgrounds. When water
from the Mississippi crept over the
shelter's parking lot, they moved the
animals out. Eventually the entire

shelter building would be three feet under
water.
On his way to the shelter, Mr. Maddox
had his first close-up view of the flood and
his first experience with one of its victims.
The only way to reach the building was
through waist-deep water. Outfitted with
waders and a life jacket, Mr. Maddox was
making his way past a junkyard when he
heard barks of distress. There, on an area
of dry land, was a brown and black mixed
breed dog. As Mr. Maddox neared, he saw
that the dog was in pain. The dog's right
side showed large, bleeding gashes where
skin had been tom away. Having no way to
catch the dog, Mr. Maddox hurried to
phone a local animal-control officer for
assistance. When the officer arrived at the
scene, she got the dog to safety and decid
ed to take him home and nurse him back
to health.
In early July the situation throughout
the flood areas spun out of control. Relent gional Director Laura Bevan came as rein
less rain caused rivers to spill into fields forcements.
and streets. Overtaxed levees broke. Nor
Less than a year earlier, Ms. Bevan had
mally quiet and gentle streams raged. Sud spent more than a month on the front lines
denly, everywhere, people and animals ofHurricane Andrew animal-relief efforts.
needed help.
However, whereas Andrew's destruction
Under the direction of David K. Wills, had been confined to a few areas of South
HSUS vice president, Investigations, a Florida and Louisiana, the Great Flood
special Task Force ofHSUS staff members spread miles from the beds of overflowing
from our national headquarters and region rivers, stretching across at least four states.
al offices gathered in Kansas City-includ Ms. Bevan recalls:
ing Mr. Maddox; Mr. Snyder; Frantz Dan
With Andrew, residents in
tzler, senior investigator; Sally Fekety, pro the area had less than twenty
fessional services consultant, Companion .four hours to make plans for
Animals; and Mid-Atlantic Regional In themselves and their animals,
vestigator Robert T. Reder. The Task Force and to decide whether to stay
began a comprehensive assessment of the or to go. The storm pounded
areas and agencies in greatest need. While virtually everything into the
Linda Snow, a veterinary technician and ground for four harrowing
HSUS consultant, worked the phone re hours. But then the storm was
questing donations of vaccines, disinfec over and we could immediate
tant, and other necessities for more than a ly begin to deal with the after
dozen animal shelters, the Task Force math. With the Great Flood, it
headed into the field.
was almost five weeks from
Messrs. Dantzler, Maddox, Reder, and the first flooding until the wa
Snyder and Ms. Fekety contacted and ters hit St. Louis. And it will
worked with humane organizations and probably be months before we
wildlife experts. They also participated in know the toll in damage and
animal rescues in communities including death.
Alton, Collinsville, Edwardsville, Granite
Once levees began to
City, and Quincy, Illinois; Davenport, Des break, many animals became
Moines, Keokuk, and Muscatine, Iowa; stranded. Rescuers tried to
Cape Girardeau, Chillicothe, Columbia, keep pace. Cats were plucked
Haimibal, Jefferson City, Kansas City, from treetops that were sud
Lexington, Richmond, St. Charles, St. denly eye-level. Dogs ex
Genevieve, St. Joseph, St. Louis, Sedalia, hausted by swimming were
and West Alton, Missouri; and Atchison, pulled from floodwaters. Pigs
Kansas City, and Leavenworth, Kansas. were tied to the sides of boats
After two grueling weeks, some Task and pulled to shore. Horses
Force members returned home. HSUS found on dry ground were fed
Gulf States Regional Program Coordinator until they could be moved.
Dorothy Weller and HSUS Southeast ReIn one area, access to
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which was suddenly restricted due to dan
ger from a propane explosion, some 600
companion animals were rescued and tak
en to temporary shelter at the Humane So
ciety of Missouri. Within two days most
had been reclaimed by their human com
panions; many others found sanctuary in
foster homes.
Mr. Snyder recalls one family who
brought its dog, Camilia, to the safety of a
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relative's home seventy miles away. With
out Camilia family members then returned
to the flood area, only to find themselves
homeless and destitute. Anxious to be re
united with Camilia, they were unable to
retrieve her until Mr. Snyder provided as
sistance.
In some cases, however, people respon
sible for animals had to be persuaded to
get them to safety.
Early in the relief efforts, Mr. Maddox
learned that rising waters had stranded six
cows. Approximately four miles of flood
waters separated them from dry land, and
there seemed no easy way to move them.
As an interim measure, Mr. Maddox
helped the owner move the cows to the top
of a flatbed trailer inside a barn
and encircle them with a tempo
rary fence. The owner said he in
tended to relocate the cows.
Nearly two weeks later, how
ever, we learned that the cows had
not been moved. Meanwhile, the
water had risen several feet; one
cow had already drowned.
Accompanied by the cows'
owner, Mr. Reder and a local vet
erinarian went by boat to inspect
the cows' condition. The cows
showed early signs of pneumonia,
so the veterinarian administered
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cue attempt-complete with helicopters
and boats-involving, among others, Na
tional Guard and Coast Guard personnel.
Unfortunately, the fawns continually elud
ed capture, racing up and down a long
stretch of levee. Finally, agreeing that the
fawns were in more potential danger from
the chase than from the flood, the would
be rescuers left. The HSUS was told the
fawns' condition would be monitored and
food would be dropped until they reached
safety.
Everyone on the HSUS Task Force
greatly appreciated the cooperation shown
by the flood region's residents; animal
protection organizations and animal-con
trol agencies inside and outside the flood
zones; organizations
charged with hu
man-relief efforts,
including the Red
Cross and the Feder
al Emergency Man
agement Agency;
and the Coast Guard
and National Guard.
Mr. Snyder was es
pecially grateful to
Coast Guard crews,
who provided gener
ous assistance and
demonstrated extra
ordinary concern
and perseverance in
rescuing animals,
some of whom they
Opposite: Wendell Maddox, Robert T. Reder, offered to adopt.
By the second
and Phil Snyder load the HSUS disaster-relief
vehicle. Left: Disaster workers, including Sally week in August, res
Fekety and the Coast Guard's Bob Craig and cue workers had
Pete White, patrol the floodwaters. Above: Mr. found shelter for
Maddox (left) watches as rescued cows are most of the animals
they were able to
unloaded into a holding pen.
rescue.
For humane organizations in the flood
Attempts to rescue
wildlife presented spe area, the next challenge will be reuniting
cial problems. When pets with their human companions, many
The HSUS met with of whom no longer have homes, and find
employees of Mis ing new homes for displaced animals.
souri's Department of Many of the animals trapped by the flood
Natural Resources, we are suffering from respiratory, skin, and
agreed with them that, gastrointestinal problems-brought on by
in general, undomes contact with the floodwater-and will need
ticated animals proba medical care. More than six shelters have
bly fare as well, or been destroyed or at least temporarily relo
better, without human cated, making their job of helping animals
intervention. Neverthe even more difficult.
The HSUS will continue to counsel lo
less, when we were
notified of several cal shelters and animal-control agencies
fawns stranded on a during the flood's aftermath. By working
levee south of St. together, we can speed the recovery of nu
Louis, three HSUS merous animals who suffered in the disas
Task Force members ter and help shelters be better prepared for
■
participated in a res- disasters to come.

antibiotics. Mr. Reder recalls the sight of
the cows as "heartbreaking." Shaking from
cold, they attempted to huddle together in
muddy water.
Mr. Reder told the owner that he must
remove the cows in order to save them.
When the owner proved reluctant to do so,
Mr. Reder advised the owner of his re
sponsibilities to his cows.
The next day, by barge and boat, the
owner moved the cows to dry land. Mr.
Reder recalls, "The fanner looked sur
prised to see us when he reached shore.
But we wanted him to know we took this
matter seriously and would do whatever
we had to do to make sure he fulfilled his
responsibilities."
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